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carried the feed fc ' cows from 

at that ) 1@ braceros milkédd 
sl11 the work ALL of the men employed 
say that most f the men had been there 


the cows 


the dairy were braceros. I would 


their contracts extended or 


Yr seven years, e t keot havin: 


they took them over to the 


bs ens touched us 


sy contract. 


AFffoned tn 


‘he company 


like working there, 


my mordida, so back I came to Empalme, in 1960, 
er the usual mordida, and waiting two months, I went to ork in 
California, I did not like Salinas at all because we only 
three and four hours a day, Many days did not work at all, but 
llhad to vay the board. Our pay checks for two weeks were around 
We rose at five o'clock to begin work at seven, and often we were 
the camp by nine a.m, We worked in thinning lettuce and betts, 
und cutting lettuce, One b: amp became so depressed he 
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in 
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in our 
a 


committed suicide byhanging himsel 


If anyone wanted to change camps 
sk to Mexico immediately. 
All of the lettuce camps were the same, 


TM 


because < he short hours, they were 


wouldn't have done any 


one was working a full 
Nem The wage was 85¢ an hour, but the hours were not enough, None 
braceros working in the lettuce made enough money to pay their 
in Mexico. 


ese Dut transf 


left Empalme told this story: 


fmpalme is near Guaymas, which is where the North Americans go. Some 


of the braceros £0 for the American tourists 


to come in fro f v e tourists have had pictures 

taken of themselves and sir fish, sometimes they throw them away. 

heh this happens, the braceros are wi ng,and they eat the fish. a 
Some of the braceros just go hungry. a week ago, some friends of 


mine and I 


He was dead, 
find out 
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Among 
Qux/of the most common of all abuses of braceros x* are those in the area of 


nedical care, Article 19 emt of the Micrant Labor Agreement, and Article 
Standard Work Contract require that bracero-users shall ma carry work 
ompensation insurance, at no cost to the workers, to protect them in the event 


of occupational injusies or illnesses, Article 3 of the Standard Work Contract 


s + 2 ' + ' 
also remmires that employers shall obtain x "at the worker s expense, non-occupa- 


tional insurance for injuries and illness..." In other words, braceros are 
suvvosed to have around-the-clock medical coverage. It is, unmxatxkke as we have 


said, one of the most abused aspects of the system, sxmtmmemiinchhainivamnx one 


+} 


about which braceros are particularly bitter, and one abmmrk with which the 
administering arencies have proven particularly reluctant to deal, 


A bracero who had been working in Arizona said, 

T have been working for five years as a "special" for the Yuma Pro- 
jucers Cooverative. I have not been to Mexico for more than a few hours 
durine that whole time. Now I am being kicked out of the J,S, because 
they say I have tuberenlosis, If I do, It is because I got sick here, 

I have been a good worker, I picked cotton, cultivated, and irrigated. 
I never missed a single day's work, ... Why don 't they cure my 
tuberculosis here? We vay for our insurance, This is what insurance is 
suoposed to be for! Dont we have any rights at all? 

Theinsurane is suposed to take care ofus if we get sick in this 
country. Now I am being sent back to Mexico and I will have to take care 

myself, The strongest memory of the United States I am going to take 
with me ‘4s the way they evo braceros here, 


racero named said, 

From December to March, I was contracted to Imperial Valley Farmers 
Association, I worked at El Centro and Borrego Sppings, I did not even 
eet work half of the time, My checks wer around $6,00 a week, In March, 
I was recontrcted to theBlythe Growers Association, I was sent to Camp 
California, in Blythe, The food was terr “ible They always left soap on 
the dishes when they washed them, Many of the braceros quit in disgust 
and went back to Mexico... 

I got sick, I think it was the food that made me sick, I went to 
the doctor, He said I was lying -- that I was not really sick, The re- 
centionist in the doctor's office was very mean, also, The doctor got 
very angry, and refused to sive me any treatment, ‘! said that I was going 
to talk to the Mexican Consul, ‘The doctor and the receptionist said that 
I could not see him... 

I went back to wrk, A few days later, my legs,hands, arms, and face 


got swollen 
to go back to 
the men were 
: get swollen 
not even work three days out of : c¢, I only made enough é 
Some weeks I did not even matte that wir I finally decided to go 
home, 
: ike ¢ j to 
like this, I will be useless in 
able tohelp my parents on thefarm, have not iq my parents that Iam 
sick because I am s heap. How can I re ome when I haveno money 
asick besides? Don't Ihave any rights? 
ree representati re of the U.S, Government 
cruel to me, Now I want to se fexican consul, I wi 
any rights, or not, 


had been working at an illegal occupation in Sacramento 


Packing 


During: my contract, was driving a tractor for theCalifornia 
Corcoration, near Rio Vista, One day I tore my side while working, 
was taken to a doctor in “io Vista. All he gave me were little whitenills 
that were no good, I went se times andhe never cured me, This went on 
for a month and a half, MS ile, I kept on working despite the pain, 

hen I finally couldnot bear it a1 nger, I was taken to a hespital in 
Sacramento. Three days sgt I was operated on. Three days after that, 
I was taken to the county hospit: 1, where I stayed for about two weeks, 
hen I pot out, I went t the camp where Thad worked and asked for my 
wages for foummeborsmkhahciimitmmrkmix the days that I had worked before 
I got sick, I hdd 338 coming in wages, Thecamp superintendent just 
laughed at me and said that I owed themmoney for my board while I had been 
in thehospital., How could that be when I had not eaten anymeals in the 
camp during that time? 

I never got a cent from anybody, not even the insurance company, for 

the time I was sick, In fact, I ended up in debt, 
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The number of cases can be multiplied almost endlessly, 


was hoeing sugar beets in +mperial County, my legs became 
paralyzed I was in the hospital nine days, and missed nearly two weeks 
of work altogether, I did not get a cent for this time. im I was still 
not cured when I got out of th: 3D I went to Mexico and had to 
snend my own money to get cure 


~ 


* 


My contract was in Santa Barbara County. W | was there,one of the 
braceroshurt his leg, and had to have an operation, He has been unble to 
ork for over xaw t ionths, andhe has not received a single penny for 
compensation, 
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My brother lost a fi nger while he was working un here as 
a { 


He was working a 


“e never got a damn cent, 


leval 


carpenter around camp, (Another j 


During my last contract, 
Parm Production Association, 
They said he » too young and 


Sa. 


ero «W—«— 


working in the kitchen, 

in the fields, they ever gave him was cigarett: 
he crushed his fingers in one of 
He couldn't do 

compensation, 


September to November, I worked for a man on Lower Sacramer 
Around the first of Novemb r, I got pneumonia 


sick for 22 days. The whole tme, 


‘ 
The insur. 


toad, in San Joaquin County, 
from getting wet while 

I had to continue 

ance paid nothing, 
sent back although 


very bad treatment, 


my own pocket, 
my contract ended, 44 was 


The doctor that I was takkn to gave 


ke a bracewvo to thedoctor 


ot ts 
for the association in Goleta, in 
did nothing for him but rive hi 
got very sick and they overated 
till not been given a cent, Another 
; bemnk 


was refused medical tre 
and was taken care of, 


. we were working forCitrus Growers/ near Riverside, a friend of mne 
2 > 
fell off the ladder whilehe was workins and injured his lege. He did not work 


for a whole month, and he got nothing for compensation. His board billjust 


keot on growingand growing, sohe finally left for Mexico, He was penniless, 


and also in debt to the Association for his board, 


leaving my contract before itis over. le worked only one 


he food stank. I have pains in my chest andback from the cold 


weather. I went to the doctor,but he didn't even examine me. He just 
me some pills. le pay for the insurance,what what is the use of having 
It is no good, We will not be cured. le get vills for broken legs the 
we would cet them for headaches. The same vills we can buy anywhere 


cents. I am going back to Mexico to becured. 


T just got through a contract with the California Packing Corporation, 
cuttine asparagus in San Joacuin County. One of theboys in the camp where I 
was cut his hand badly... He asked to be taken to the doctor, but the hoss 


n 


aid he could not be taken to the doctor because the accident had happened out— 


of working hours. 


were always ignored when we were sick were never taken to a 


bosses 
Ryven though the contract svecifies certain things, the xxoners /never 
navy any attention. +n the campos I have been in, we wre refused medical 
attention no matter how sick we are. 
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had another 1 Z ly boss t kicked me out, 
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to a 
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yer smehamx got to 6 see hin even though 
ig 2 rom 
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braceros 


doctor, 


iy a tra 

needed to see 

* oh . % : pte . - k > 

loctor,. € 1 v Ne 5€ tI loctor had taken care of 
he told thi : to t ne back in three days for more tre nent, 


when we got = Cart eh f in bawle = ut nd told me ie wouldn't 


take me back company too much money, 


He also threatene 


Onee T 
not work for 
and asked 


made me 


shoulder and 


tay at 


hc cackcx 


heneve 


I got 


the nai 
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Pine mind son xin onech xine 
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raceros "health insurance is supposed to be comprehensive, They arenot 
supposed to have to make ar payments beyond the premium of #1,00 ver week, 


R ¥ a4 - of Sn 5 > a } , 
ut, over and over again, braceros find that in ) Z are, they have 


to 


ay for it makaiitexct on theirown, 


While I have been working for the Imperial Valle farmers Association 
during the past six months, we were loaned from one farmer to another. 


le were told that while we were working for another patron who was not our 
first patron, we were not insured, And that we would have to pay for the 


doctor 4 we ent, sick, This works when one farmer lends hi : braceros to 


another far ner, we wer told, We wondered if this was right, 


% 
boss that if ¢ happened 


insurance was no ToOOd. 


have heen a 


about it, 


hile I was vlanting celery in April eloned a pain in my side 
nd leg, It was quite painful, So I; he Association doctor, 
This was the Ventura County “arm Labor Association, The doctor just gave 
me pills,which did not do me any good, So I went to a doctor on my own, 
He cured me in three visits, by siving me injections, He charged me %6,00 
for the first visit, and 44.00 for the next two visits, 8B 


aw 


q 


that was so severe I finally went to the doctor, 
joctor. I not trust him, I went toa 


injections and chareed me S15, 


own experience that the company doctors do not give 
to braceros, So I went to the doctor in Hamilton City, on 
5 customer, I never told them that I was a bracero. That Way, 
they treated me richt, I hdd to pay out of my ownpocket, but at least 


: 


that way I got good medicine and was cured, 


A couple of gasmemmore recentcases from the SanMarcos 
County are represen’ative of the demonstrable scandal in 
for braceros,. 


y work in Mexico was field work I went to 
nordidas 


my control 
got on the 


worked there for about 
from a ladder, I hurt 
After a day ortwo I felt 1 and told the 
our representative took me to see the company 
doctor about the pain in id The company 
felt me and s there was nothins wrong with 
e pills and toldme to tak eM. 
a day later and I told hi 


nathhi ner > 
snuiLnzwrone, 


mos 
: more andsaid I wis te ne back the next 
camp manager, Mr, Villasenor, I went the next Monday 
and the doctor said he had seen Mr, Villasenor and to come 
ct I went thenext day, Tuesda 2 T Mr, x 
ase 4 lked with him and asked hi 
hould revort for work since th 
had missed eteven days work 
should revort for worknext da bry to work, He said that if I 
mmenckx work, he would renort me t e Labor Department to be sent 
T said I would like to get well before going back to Mexico or 


seen another doctor in town, After that,he said 
me to see a speci S Ye went to see a specialist 
talked to Doctor Dodd and he said one word many times 
" ie Doctor Dodd shook his head and the other doctor said 
rrote on a pieee of paper, 
They were going to take me to a hospital for an operation, I saw Mr, 
Lllasenor before they took me to thehospital, He told me thatbraceros who 
sre onerated on wouldnot be contracted any more -—~never, He said to me that 
.r asked them not to operate, maybe I could be recontracted, I said I conld 
geet recontracted anyway, becau had already had 18 months 


surance company was going to hav o spend a lot of money, 
a 


the insurance. Mr. Villasenor said to me that veonle never 


camp doctor, Dodd, said I should think about the operation, 
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ight hours... 
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e months,.. Butone day in ™ rt fell 
r back, The noticed me when I fell, 


see the Bomvany doctor r, Dor > doctor saw my 


& trom 
a) 


at Son in 
‘he company doct idn t nally I was getting no better, 
went to see D Sanchez, i garb my OWT ry, Sanchez took 
; and ated me and he sentme to a cialist, I was not able to work, 
wrote to the Mexi: il for help a .ivice, he never ne to see 
wrote t atelling me to try 3 he any to pay for my medic 
expen 


helped me get a lawyer... 
other contracted 
compen sation r ind without being 
¥ I s a lot of pressure put 
leave for Mexi The company doctor ignores our 


oLillis 


ls f » heada and is as he does for 
a] 


workers 


Lo nappen 


anopveration 
ren a check for %200 


Compensati o1 ut | rGrahansays s injury is permanent, I 


money 
ion ’ 


sure 
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[A ynuchmeney 
Neasne £4 get a eanteract 


onivy barely 


to the United States because my parents are very voor. 
T eonld helv then. But T had to borrow monev 


folks money, mwnituxamhixxax I borrowe 


T have been here at the Willoughby 


cotton i 


ryrictang 


a f+ 
afternoon, 


thrauch : comehere, 


hy they reduce the weight * to 19 vounds everv time I 


Ym net ther the cack weiche Je hh naunde 


‘ow 1 tellineus that anybodyx whocan't make enough to pay their 
board bill wi sent back to Mexico. 


Vhen bracero-users are pushed into a corner bv such evidence as kite 


to 


ave. reviewed in thi havter, they are liable to ha inal’ resort 
contention, "All those are compliance proble 
government, I 2 are regulations covering 
ause there may be a rotten apple somewherein it doesn'tmean the whole 
basically wrong with the brovram, Itts 
your responsibility as a biz to helyn us make it as clean as 
by revorting any violations that cove to your attention," 
We would say, in the first place, that compliance is impossible in 
very nature of the case, There are too flany workers, i they are 


widely scattered, and they have too many grievances, and there are too 


compliance officials Compliance is impossible, komy also, because of 


ture of the compliance officials The workers have no 


impossible, finally, because of 
? 
1 


themselves, who are too unlettered to be awscrar 


with their nominal rights, and too timid to demand them even if 


familiar witht 


second place, we would deny the major premise of the 


The problems xmxa of the bracero system are not, at bottom, 


KR Even if there were perfect compliance wibhthe 
ing 
aw —- an absplute impossibility, but assum¢ for the sake of 


on that it were »sossible -- the system woul an intolerable 
Bracewos would have as many grievances as they do now, althoughperhaps 


rs 


of different types. for perfect adherence to the letter of the law would not 
system, 
improve the spirit of the xxx/ and the spirit of the system is noxidus. The 


bottom a caste system, and no amount of compliance actixtty 


s any patience, Immigratio, Public He lth, Labor Department —~ it 
the same, lEverybody curses the braceros and shoves them around, 
they hav a couple of young bullies running the photography section... 
loesnjt holdhis head just the wat they want him to...they give 
chops across the neck, or grab him by thehair andshake him, or even 
head against the wall. I saw them bang one old man's head against 
wthre« SC I thought it would break open, He had 


and couldn't hotd his head straight » was 


contracting line, where themen have to be fingerprinted 
the employee" swear at them very badly, .. The cursing 
saw one bracero go up to kegamsmky the Immigration man, and 
go now?" The Inmnigration man, instead of telling him 
thenext barracks was, said "Vete 2 lachingada," This means "go 
screw yourself." You hear this time times the braceros 
re called ab ‘ l asses: bola de pendejo: Estupido is very 
common, and so baboso, which also means sometni like stupid, but is a 
sarticulse 1 i 
for an employee of 
which means something 
the Public Health section, 
everywhere, t is a very bad 
ecause they fee r strongly about their mothers 


, 


especially a young man to say to an 


just unheard of, In Mexico, a man might even kill another 


mt in the Xeception Centes, rou hea” it all the time 
» even when they are teAking to braceros old enough to 
The braceros don't do anything about it, They just stnd 
After all, what can they do? 

pretty bad about it, I have seen a lot of braceros cry 
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to in this way, And it takes a lot to make a Mexican 
nauseating scene, ‘here seems to be a selective factor working 
gives some absolute power over other veople, 
noltcemen ~- and bracero-oushers -— ann to attr 
Those 
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no exploit th 
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into thetruck 2ismeared it over his fa 
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Artyven like 


rehand: 


Ww HNearing 


to xex/ixx their ch nm erying at night from hunger, seeing them beg on 
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democratic country; your country and my country =—- is saying to these starving 


4 ’ 


xican p We will r 
exican peons, e will x 


lease you from your starvation, if you will say 


5 


soodbye to your family,amt sign mm/contract with us, and work just exactly 
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